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What? You’re 
Christian AND gay?

Yup!

But how does 
that work?

But I’ve heard that you can’t 
be Christian and gay!

No, it’s to-
tally okay!

Well, what about the Bible? 
Don’t you wrestle with it?

Yes, of course 
I wrestle with 
it, but that’s 
because I’m 

Christian. Not 
because I’m gay.

Totally 
okay, 
thanks!
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But doesn’t the 
Bible say…?

What do 
you mean?

  I mean, like:

Leviticus 18:22i You shall 
not lie with a male as with 
a woman; it is an abomina-
tion.

Leviticus 20:13 If a man lies 
with a male as with a wo-
man, both of them have 
committed an abomina-
tion; they shall be put to 
death; their blood is upon 
them.

Romans 1:26-27 For this re-
ason God gave them up to 
degrading passions. Their 
women exchanged natural 
intercourse for unnatural, 
and in the same way also 
the men, giving up natural 

Okay, I’ll explain how I see it. 
Let’s start at the beginning, with prawns.

Yeah, yeah. 
We’ll get to 
Plato in a 
moment.

intercourse with women, 
were consumed with passion 
for one another. Men com-
mitted shameless acts with 
men and received in their 
own persons the due penalty 
for their error.

1 Corinthians 6:9 Do you 
not know that wrongdoers 
will not inherit the kingdom 
of God? Do not be decei-
ved! Fornicators, idolaters, 
adulterers, male prostitutes, 
sodomites…

1 Timothy 1:10 …fornicators, 
sodomites, slave traders, li-
ars, perjurers, and whatever 
else is contrary to the sound  
    teaching.

PRAWNS?
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But what difference does it 
make that it’s forbidden to 

eat prawns according to Levi-
ticus? What does that have to 
do with the Bible’s view on 

same-sex relationships?

There are 
two common 

routes to 
LGBTQ+-

friendly Bible 
study and 
theology:

We can go through 
the Bible verses that 
you mentioned and 
I can explain what 
I mean when I say 
that the Bible doesn’t 
say anything about 
same-sex love today. 
Forbidden sex between 
men is mentioned 
around 5 times in 
the Bible, but there 
it’s about something 
else, and not about 
homosexuality in  
 general.

Jesus prioritises the double love 
commandment: we are called 
to love God and one another. 
The Gospel is not about placing 
heteronormativity between 
God and people.

We can also explore the verses 
on a deeper level and analyse 
their aims and history. There 
are reasons why they say what 
they say. And the reasons are 
not that God is homophobic.

  Prawns can show us that there are  
 a lot of interesting things to explo-
re if we look at the context for the 
Bible. Interpretations of individual 
Bible verses are very influenced by 
what we know about the text and 

the time in which it was written.

We can study the 
Bible, be challenged by 

it, engage with its texts with 
scepticism, curiosity or enthusiasm. 

It works perfectly well to be both 
Christian and gay and to read the 
Bible as part of our everyday spiritual 
life. But since people sometimes say 
that you can’t be both Christian and 
gay according to the Bible, I think we 

should explore the verses used to 
oppress gays and other LGBTQ+ 

people.ii
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